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SUNDAY SERVICES-11:00 A.M.

April 8 Easter Sunday Jill McAllister

Resurrection. What does it mean, and where does the notion come from?
Isit ssimply an archaic notion? Mere supernaturalism? Or a nuanced
metaphor of life and death which is understood by most, if not all human
beings? Isthe interweaving of death and life important for usto feel, to

understand, and to describe, or are we better off leaving it alone?

April 15  The Other On-Going War Jill McAllister
Where are we in the so-called “war on drugs.”? Have we won, or lost, are
we stuck in the trenches or still skirmishing? Is“war” the best approach to

understanding and dealing with the complicated relations between humans

and addictive substances?

SUNDAY CENTERING
9:15-9:45 A.M. in the Commons
Join Jill for this weekly practice of quiet centering, including spoken and silent
meditation. Childcare can be arranged if requested in advance.

People’s Church Mission Statement

“People’s Church strives to inspire
intellectual, spiritual and religious
growth, to encourage freedom of
thought, and to promote personal quests
for meaning and religious challenge.

Wishing to provide opportunities for
fellowship and community involvement for
all people, in a nurturing and supportive
environment, we will continue to function
as a role model of diversity for the
community and to serve as a base for
active outreach to benefit the world
around us.”
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BETWEEN US ... WORDS FOR
REFLECTION

If | try to imagine the sheer magnitude, not to mention the variety
and complexity, of the ways humans interact and communicate via
technology, | am quickly dumbfounded. For some “virtual
worlds” that take more time and energy than the physical world.
My kidstell me about “My Space’- an interactive web site where
they communicate with their friends. Y ou go on adate, I'm told,
and then head home to learn about your date via information and pictures about them
posted by themselves and their friends. That’s not really new —we' ve all depended
upon awider community to get to know people— but it’s incredibly fast. What used
to take a month or more now takes an hour. Another site I’ ve just heard of is called
“Second World” —on online virtual world in which people engage, viainternet, in
many of the activities which shape the human community — dialogue and
disagreement, buying and selling property, work, hobbies, gain and loss, and much
more. (The thing that piques my interest in this site is the news that thereis only one
church in thisvirtual world, and itisa UU church...)

I’'mintrigued by, and alittle wary of, imaginary realities and virtua worlds. But
perhaps they are really nothing new, and probably they play an important role in our
lives. Haven't humans always had worlds of imagination and imagery? So much of
religion depends upon imagination — the stories, myths, rituals and liturgies people
have engaged in for millennia require imagination and the sharing of images. In the
“modern” world we often dismiss the so-called “imaginary” as simplistic or juvenile.
But most of our advances in science and technology have depended first upon the
active imaginations of scientists and visionaries. Advancesin justice have also often
happened because some peopl e are courageous enough and articulate enough to
describe anew reality which is detailed in their imagination. In the life of both mind
and heart imagination is essential. How else can we understand at all that others who
are not ourselves are nonetheless human, like us?

Perhaps the difference in our modern imaginary worldsis our reliance on electricity
and batteries — former generations depended only on their human capacities of
feeling, imagining, speaking, acting. (A quick aside: religious communities
sometimes depended upon drugs to enhance their imaginations. A recent quote from
Harpers Magazine noted * Researchers found that excessive use of computers and
other technological devices can cause people to suffer aloss of 1.Q. more than twice
that observed in marijuana users.”)

It istrue that people can confuse imagination with reality — sometimes dangerously.
This does not happen only among religious people. And what distinguishes “good”
imagination from “bad” is certainly debatable. But for me the question of role of the
imagination in our livesis very important — much more important than the question
of, for example, whether or not the resurrection of Jesusis literal or figurative. In
our imaginations, we work on the questions of life and death. So, although | am wary
of “virtual worlds,” | am interested enough to find out more, because | think they
may simply be the latest variety of an age-old human need. What do you think?

See you Sunday - Jill

A Franciscan Blessing

May you be blessed with discomfort at
easy answers, half truths, superficial
relationships, so that you may live deep
within your heart.

May you be blessed with anger at
injustice, oppression, and exploitation of
people, so that you may work for justice,
freedom, and peace.

May you be blessed with tears to shed for
those who suffer from pain, rejection,
starvation, and war, so that you may reach
out your hand for comfort them and
change their pain to joy.

May you be blessed with enough
foolishness to believe that you can make a
difference in the world, so that you can
do what others claim cannot be done.

CONNECTIONS AND STEWARDSHIP—
A note from Jill

Our annual stewardship drive is underway.
All members and friends have been mailed a
pledge packet, with the information
necessary to help you make your pledge of
financial support to People’sfor the 2007-
08 fiscal year. You can see the budget
projections, and you know that we ourselves
share responsibility for our church. As
aways, your rolein the stewardship driveis
to consider thoughtfully your role and your
stake in supporting our shared work and
goals.

Y our connectors are eager to facilitate
conversations about stewardship among us.
They want to help us as a congregation
move beyond fear of things financial —to be
able and willing to speak opening and
honestly about money as one part of our
religious lives (and only one part!) | hope
you'll be willing to enter into the
conversations.

...Contined on page 8
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PROGRAMSAND EVENTS

Men’s Discussion Group

April 21 will see Richard Brewer lead a
discussion with the provocative title "Nature of
Law Enforcement."

If there is something you would like to see discussed,
either initiated by yourself or some knowledgeable
person, please contact our group leader, Bill
Goodman. Perhaps there is atopic raised during one
of Jill's sermons which you would like to see
discussed further.

The Men's Discussion Group meets on the first and
third Saturdays of each month during the regular
church year at 10:00 a. m. in the church library
(Room 7). Light refreshments are provided. All
interested parties in the church community,
regardless of gender, are welcome to attend and
participate. In fact, we encourage women to come!
Discussion leaders circulate informational materials
on their topics at the meeting prior to the one they
will be leading, and also leave it in our box outside
the church office.

Speaker Series—Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran

On April 16, Dr. Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran, President
of Kalamazoo College, will be speaking at People’s
Church. Sheisthefirst female president, aswell as
the first African-American president of the school.

A native of Los Angeles, Dr.
Wilson-Oyelaran earned her
B.A. in sociology from
Pomona College, and an M.A.
and Ph.D. in education from
Claremont Graduate
University. She also received
the Thomas J. Watson
Traveling Fellowship, which
enabled her to execute
independent research in
Ghana, Nigeria, and Tanzania. After completing her
doctora work in early childhood development, she
accepted her first academic position at the University
of Ife (now Obafemi Awolowo University) in
Nigeria

Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran's scholarly focusisin child
development and education in cross-cultural context,
and she has published widely in this area. Whilein
Nigeria she served as a consultant for UNICEF
(Nigeria) and designed surveys that became the

model for ng the status of children under five.
She has also held many other academic positions
including Vice President of Salem Academy and
College.

Forum Notes

(Forum is held at 9:55 a.m. on Sundays in room 6)

April 8 "lIran in the Spotlight” Erika Loeffler Friedle

The troubling political happenings in this old and famous Middle Eastern country are of interest and concern to us all.
Anthropologist Erika Friedle, Emerita Professor of Anthropology, WMU, who has been studying the culture and lifeways of
the people of Iran for more than 40 years, will talk about the effects of the recent socio-economic developments in the
Islamic Republic on the lives and aspirations of the people there. She was in Iran again for three months less than a year
ago and is able to provide insights based on personal experiences in the country.

April 15 “Does Breast Feeding Really Benefit Children?” Martin Zelder/Laura Hans

Although it is widely proclaimed that breast feeding leads to better developmental outcomes for children, this
recommendation is potentially dubious, as women who choose to breast feed may well differ substantially from women who
do not. As a result, the differences in child outcomes such as 1Q may be entirely or mostly attributable to maternal

characteristics rather than breast feeding. Martin Zelder, an economist, and Laura Hans, a pediatrician, will discuss the
design of their research project that seeks to resolve this puzzle.

Page 3




People's Church

News and Views

April 2, 2007

Rise Up, Sing A-long

Please be sureto join uson Friday, April 13 for a
most propitious gathering of those who enjoy song as
acknowledgment of the many aspects of human
expression! Enough said?

Join usfor aBY O dinner in Room 2 at 5:30. If you
can’'t make it that early, simply come to Room 6 to
sing, from 7-9.

CroneCircle

We will gather again on April 17, inthelibrary.
Bring your lunch to the social hour at 1:00 if you
like. The discussion begins at 2:00. Come for one or
both. Our topic is*“Crones Are Juicy.” What brings
zest, passion, soul into your life? What is your source
of energy and power? Contact persons. Jan Park and
Marj Lightner

Forum Spring Schedule

The Forums are held on Sundays from 9:55-10:50
am. in Room 6 at Peopl€e' s Church.

Visitors from the community are welcome. Programs
arefree. Moreinformation? 553-4972

DATE  SPEAKER TOPIC

4/22  Greg Francisco L.E.A.P.: A Drug
Palicy of Regulation, Taxation, and Control

Greg Francisco, certified as a teacher and school
counselor, is an educator for a sensible drug-law
policy and a speaker for LEAP, an organization that
promotes a system of drug regulation, taxation, and
control and the end to drug prohibition.

4/29 DonnaHephner
ReEntry Initiative (MPRI)

The Michigan Prisoner

The Program Manager, Kalamazoo County
Probation and Parole Office, will discuss MPRI, a
statewide approach for which Kalamazoo is a pilot
site, and the services and supervision it offersto
prepare prisoners for a successful return to their local
communities.
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5/6 Amy Coallins AreWeWhat WeEat?
Amy Collins, Commissioned Lay Leader at the
Unitarian-Universalist Society, Cleveland, OH, and a
registered dietition, will consider how we reconcile
our complex feelings and associations around food
and eating in away that nourishes our bodies and our

spirits.

5/13 ConstantineJ. Gianakaris
for the Press

Reviewing

(“Gus’) Gianakaris, Professor Emeritus of English,
WMU, and recipient of the Community Medal of
Arts Award for his many years of fine reviews of
music and theater for the Kalamazoo Gazette, will
describe hisrole as a critic for the press.

5/20 Frank Weichlein The New Juvenile
Home: Its Structure and Program

The Superintendent, Kalamazoo County Juvenile
Home, will tell how the new Juvenile Home, in both
its structure and its programs, will meet the needs of
troubled youth.

5/27  Michad Kruk Depression:
Definition, Causes and Treatment

Michael Kruk, a Licensed Clinical Social Worker,
will provide information about the causes and
symptoms of depression and explore how depression
might be prevented and relieved.

6/3 Murray C. Schwartz The Inscrutable
Relationship Between Adult Children and Their
Aging Parents

Murray Schwartz, retired psychotherapist in private
and public practice in Boston for 30 yearsand a
lecturer on aging, will consider atopic that is
intriguing as well as pertinent for many persons.

6/10 Ginger Hentz
Affordable Housing

Homelessness and

The Program Officer and Housing Coordinator, L ocal
Initiative Support Corporation (LI1SC), will discuss
local housing needs and the services available to
meet them.
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NEWSAND NOTICES

Highlights of March Board M eeting

The Treasurer’ s Report for the period ending
February 28, 2007 showed expenditures are about 8%
below budget, so income exceeds expenditures by
about $17,000 for year to date. The March 4 specia
collection yielded $1051, one-half of which will go to
our partner church and one-half to Loaves & Fishes.
Theinitial draft of the 2007-08 church budget
includes the proposal of two new approximately
guarter-time positions: RE Assistant and Membership
Coordinator.

Potential |eaders for the Forum are being sought due
tothe Zelders' retirement. Other activities for the 10-
11 am Sunday timeslot are also being considered.

Updated L etters of Agreement for the Administrator,
RE Director, and the Music Director were adopted.

Delegates appointed to attend the Heartland UU
District annual meeting were: Dale Abbott, River
Artz-Iffland, Connie Ferguson, Kelly Henderson and
Hillary Lake, with Diana Artz-1ffland as an aternate.
Subsidies were approved for those requesting them.
McAllister, Melvin, Mienk and French also will
attend in their professional capacities.

A proposed policy and procedures for weather-
related church closings was discussed. Input about
this issue is welcomed.

Theinitial meeting of the Long Range Planning
Committee occurred in March. Two task forces were
established; one to look at programming options and
the other to assess facilities options.

The ad-hoc Land Purchase Committee has been
evaluating information and is communicating with
the owner of the property to the south of the church
and with his realtor about property specifications and
pricing. The current owner approached People's
Church with an offer to sell.

Surveys asking for suggestions and preferences
regarding a Mission Statement headline will be
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distributed during the Canvass Sunday service on
March 25.

The UUA Stewardship Grant Proposal project has
been dropped based on the lack of clarity about the
church’s benefit from this program.

The many new adult programming options available
were discussed: 20-30-somethings group, Cakes for
the Queen of Heaven, Pranayama Breathing, Crones,
Parenting, One-on-One Connector program.

Committee chairs are reminded that their annua
reports are due to Chris Schleuder by May 6.

As aways, members and friends are encouraged to
discuss any of these topics with Board members.

An Offer for Usto Buy Land

The owner of 9.45 acres of undevel oped wooded land
to the south of us has asked if we would be interested
in purchasing it. The offering price is $120,000. We
may be able to purchase the land for lessmoney. The
land is zoned R-2 for single family or duplexes. A
subcommittee of the board is examining the proposal.
Initial thoughts are that the land closest to the church
would be valuable for:

e An aesthetic buffer
e Future expansion to the south

Future expansion to the north is difficult due to the
Memorial Garden, and because the church septic
field isto the north.

The next steps to be taken are:

1. Arrange an independent appraisal of the land

2. Usean architect or developer to help get a
realistic idea about what options the land
would allow us for future building and what
potential there would be to sell some of the
land after carving out a buffer for the church.

3. Assessour ahility to purchase the land.

The executive committee of the board believes that
we should not deplete our limited reserves or go
heavily into debt to make the purchase. Instead, it
has been suggested that some church members might
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be interested in forming an investment partnership to
acquire the land for the church.

Therefore, thisis an invitation to all who might be
interested and willing to form a partnership to make
an offer for the land. The intent would be to deed
some of the land to the church; the partnership would
hold an unspecified portion of the land until it could
be sold and the partnership dissolved. Any profit or
loss would be absorbed by the partnership. The
church would have first right of refusal to purchase
the land. The partnership would owe yearly taxes on
the land. At this point | do not have an estimate of the
investment risk or potential, or the investment time
line.

If you are potentially interested in being involved in
the process, please e-mail Bob Davis or Jill
McAllister with your intent, and the amount you
would potentially be willing to invest. Input about
the appraisal and land evaluation process (e.g. who to
work with) would aso be helpful.

Bob Davis
RBDavisMD @chartermi.net

" Suggestions for helping you
walk morelightly on the
earth.”

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE

Many of us are getting better at the
third R but the first two are probably
more important. Reduce your
consumption of goods. Find new uses
for things rather
than throwing them away.
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April Birthdays
Congratulations to our April birthday people:

April 2: Kelly Henderson and Caitie Sickels
April 4: NinaHarmes

April 7: Jennifer Drake

April 12: Manny Tsang
April 16: Tristan Hirzel

April 17: Jack Nielsen

April 18: Rick Johnson

April 19: Megan Gelement
April 20: Li-Min Artz-Iffland
April 22: Jonathan Bartik and Sage Renstrom-Richards
April 23: Anthony Houtrow

April 25: Rachel Clark

April 27: Calvin Everly and Marj Lightner

April 28: Liam Niehus

April 30: Lilith Granberg

While wetry to have the most up-to-date list
possible, mistakes are made. If you have a birthday
that has not been included, please tell the Database
Manager and a correction will be made.

Summer BusTrip to Chicago

If enough people are interested, there is going to be a
summer bustrip to Chicago. Wewe'll bedrivingin
stylein aluxury coach, and will spend the day
shopping, eating, visiting museums and doing other
fun activities. The date
of thetripis July 21%,
and the cost will be
about $35 per person.
Please contact Jean
Schroder (349-1679) or
Donna Treloar (349-4102) ASAP if you would liketo

go.
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From Your Database M anager

Soon | will be preparing the third quarter giving
statements, which are a summary of primarily pledge
related activity. Inan effort to lower expenses, |
have been handing these out in the foyer and mailing
only those that are not handed out. It costs the
church over $86 to mail out all the giving statements.
Please look for these to be in the foyer around April
8th and 15th. The more that are picked up here at the
church, the more money we can put to other uses.
Thanks for your cooperation.

In organizational and mathematical joy,

Qe

Y our participation in the life of the church —all of the
“tasks’ of aliving community

Y our support, in terms of money and of time —for the life
of the church comes from our lives —we are the ones who
decide our priorities and realize them. How much you give
isyour decision.

Finally, areminder of my offer: All those who turnin
their pledge forms by Sunday, April 15, will be eligible
for adrawing for a $50 gift certificate to the restaurant or
business of your choice. Please complete your pledge
forms and turn them in to the Data Base Manager’'s
mailbox, or mail them to the church office. Thanks!

THE WIDER COMMUNITY

OFFICE NOTES

It sthat time of year again when the administrator
collects reports from the various committees for the
Annual Meeting. Committee chairs have done avery
good job of getting me information so far this year,
so let’ s keep up the good work. | will also send out
reminders throughout the month of April.

Also wanted to | et people know that the revision to
our church website should be up and running within a
couple of weeks. The new site will be updated more
often, and will have features like a calendar that
people can check for upcoming events and committee
information.

Think positive,

Chris

...Continued from page 2 A note from Jill

Several connectors asked me to provide in the newsl etter
these guides to membership, which | share with
newcomers and new membersin our orientation classes:
Membership at People’s Church includes the following
four responsibilities:

Y our presence (which does not mean that we take
attendance!)

Y our intentionality in the area of your own religious
growth and learning

Page

Generosity Sunday

What is Generosity Sunday? It’s the kickoff of the
Network of Spiritual Progressives campaign to
change the security paradigm in the United States
from one of domination to one of generosity. This
date was deliberately chosen to coincide with the
federal tax deadline to highlight the need to shift our
tax dollars from domination of the world to support
and caring for the world.

The Greater Kalamazoo Area Network of Spiritual
Progressives will have atable set up in the foyer at
Peoples Church on Sunday, April 15 with
information to help you take action. We will have a
petition to sign and postcards to send to your elected
officials demanding that action be taken in ending the
war in Iraq, eliminating poverty and working toward
repairing the damage to our environment.

Please stop by the table at Peoples Church on April
15 for more information, or email us at
GKANSP@hotmail.com. You can aso visit
www.spiritua progresives.org for more information
about the Network of Spiritual Progressives.

KNOW (Kalamazoo Non-violent Opponents
of War) Is Sponsoring a Benefit Concert

Charlie King & Karen Brandow will present an "Out
of Irag" folk concert at Kalamazoo College's Dalton

Theatre 4:00 Sunday, April 1. (Nokidding!) ($12

advance tickets; $15 at the door; $5 students.)
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"What Will We Eat?"

Thereisagrowing crisisin industria agriculture as
evidenced by the recent problems with spinach and
other produce, and big-business organic might not be
much better so, what will we eat? That is the question
addressed in a 27 minute film by Chris Bedford in his
film of the same title. Come to a showing of the film
and discussion with Chrisat 1:00, after the first
Sunday lunch, on May 6. Contact persons: Kristi
Beebe and Marj Lightner

MUUSIN " A Wider Voice for Justice"

ThisisaUU Justice Conference scheduled for
April 21 in Jackson which is being opened up to
the broader interfaith community.

The April 7th conferenceregistration
deadlineisfast approaching. Evenif you have
been involved with planning this event, you still
need to compl ete the registration form and send
in your registration fee. We have to order
enough food and materials.

Hereisa" Whitman's Sampler" of
wor kshops being held on April 21:

1. Marjorie Mitchell, Executive Director of the
Michigan Universal Health Care Action

Network, Gary Benjamin, and Vaerie Przywara,
health activists and MichUHCAN Board members,
who'll speak on "Bringing Universal Health Care to
Michigan®.

2. Paula Cole Jones, a consultant for JUUST Change,
aUUA "anti-racist, anti-oppression transformational
program" for UU congregations started in 2005, will
present at a workshop. The UU Church of Flint
isworking with JUUST Change.

3. Maryellen Lewis, Global Chair of the Global Fair
Banking Initiative and Chair of Michigan's National
Community Reinvestment Coalition, will lead a
workshop on "Building Legidative Advocacy Skills'.

4. UU history teacher, Jon Hart, will shareinsights

from visiting with Central American coffee growers
as part of his presentation on how to do justicein
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your congregation by participating in aFair Trade
Coffee program.

5. Hear how Michigan UU congregations work
for justice from: Kate Warner, First UU
Congregation in Ann Arbor: Bill Dodson,
Community UUs of Brighton; and Jon Hart, UU
Church of East Liberty.

6. Learn strategies for addressing poverty issues by
attending aworkshop led by Peter Ruark, a UU staff
with the Michigan League for Human Services and
Rev. Kimi Riegel, Co-Chairs of the MUUSIN
Poverty Task Force.

7. Peacein the Middle East will be the focus of a
workshop moderated by Matt Hoerauf, Executive
Director of the Cranbrook Peace Foundation.
Speakersinclude Emmy Lou Cholak, a Traverse City
UU peace activist, and one or more activistswho are
native to the Middle East.

8. Thiswill be an opportunity to discuss what your
congregation is doing (or would like to do) to
implement the Green Sanctuary Project. Dan
Kossuth from Birmingham Unitarian Church and
representatives of First UU Congregation of Ann
Arbor will tell what they are doing to make this
Project work.

9. Keynote: Ms. Dizzy Warren, Executive Director
of the National Resource Center for Healing of
Racism, will help us begin to understand how to
communicate about racism.

10. You can hear Rev. William F. Schulz, former
UUA Director and former Director of Amnesty
International, speak that evening at an Interfaith
Peacekeepers Convocation in Jackson on "Human
Rights and the Quest for Peace" and next morning on
"After Ecstasy, the Laundry" at the UU Church of
East Liberty. (See registration brochure for more
information.)

There are other pleasant surprises waiting for those
who attend the "Larger Voice for Justice"

conference. We hope to see several people from your
congregation attend this year's MUUSIN conference
and bring back justice information and actionsto
your religious community. Together, we can do great
things!
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April 2007 CALENDAR
Date Event Day Time Location
April 2 News & Views Mailing Monday 9:00 am. Room 2
April 3 Talking Pots Tuesday 9:30 am. Kitchen
April 4 Archives Wednesday | 1:00 p.m. Archives
April 7 Men'’s Dicussion Group Saturday 10:00 am. Library
April 8 Scrabble Sunday 12:30 p.m. Room 2
ISAAC Committee 12:30 p.m. Library
K-1 OWL 12:30 p.m. Commons
KUULS Potluck 7:00 p.m. Room 11
April 9 News & Views Deadline Monday 12:00 p.m news@peopleschurch.net
April 10 Long Range Planning Committee Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Room 6
Chalice O 7:00 p.m. Library
April 11 Cakes for the Queen of Heaven Wednesday | 6:00 p.m. Room 6
Book Club 7:30 p.m. @ Kelly Indovina' s
April 12 Board Meeting Thursday 7:00 p.m. Room 6
April 13 Rise Up, Sing A-long Friday 5:30 p.m. - food Room 2
7:00 p.m. - sing Room 6
April 14 Chalice Circle Saturday 10:00 am. Library
Elementary Sleepover 5:00 p.m. Whole Church
April 15 Creative Spirit Workshop Wednesday | 12:30 p.m. Room 6
K-1 OWL 12:30 p.m. Commons
Living with Depression 1:00 p.m. Library
April 16 News & Views Mailing Monday 9:00 am. Room 2
Parent’ s Group 6:30 p.m. Room 2
Pranayama Breathing 7:00 p.m. Room 6
Speaker Series — Eileen Wilson- 7:30 p.m. Commons
Oyédaran
April 17 Library Committee Tuesday 9:30 am. Library
Crone Circle 1:00 p.m. lunch Library
2:00 p.m. discuss.
April 18 Haering System Training/Potluck Wednesday | 5:30 p.m Room 6
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Mark your Calendars!!! Our guest for the Speaker Seriesin May will be Justin Trahant on May 16




